LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
but his conduct had placed the Lord Lieutenant in a posi-
tion which had taxed all the Chancellor's tact and patience.
Now came Nicholas Vansittart.
The new Chief Secretary was the Chancellor's junior by
eighteen years and had also been educated at Gilpin's
celebrated school at Cheam. He was an honourable and
gentle man of ordinary abilities, quite unable to cope
successfully with the warring and masterful personalities
by whom he was surrounded. It is only necessary to read
the confidential letters and secret papers of the time to
realize how low was the standard of honour among the
men with whom the Irish Government had to deal in
those unhappy days, and the Chancellor was determined
that Vansittart should not start on his new duties without
a preliminary warning. Therefore a few days after his
return from London he wrote to the Chief Secretary
defining the position, as it appeared to him:
"Private and Confidential.                       24th May, 1805.
Dear Sir,
. . . We found the Wickhams very well and very-
anxious to afford you every information. Indeed, I must
wish you to see Mr. Wickham again and learn clearly from
him what was the situation of Chief Secretary before
Mr. F. was Chancellor of the Exchequer. It is considered
here that that gentleman is determined to make your office
a mere nullity. His conduct with respect to the road bill
has raised considerable sensation and I think you will find
it absolutely necessary to take some means of preventing
the passing of Irish bills without your concurrence. I
think the Speaker would manage for you in the Commons
and Lord Walsingham in the Lords. Our Bishops resident
here are quite indignant about the conduct of Foster and
Duigenan, who have completely duped the Primate on
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